
Sustainable Seas for All: a consultation on Scotland’s first Marine Bill
Crofters Commission response

The Crofters Commission welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Scottish Government’s consultation on Scotland’s first Marine Bill.  The Commission is a Non-Departmental Body of the Scottish Government Rural Directorate that regulates and develops crofting, advises Ministers on crofting issues, promotes the interests of crofters and keeps under review matters relating to crofting.  Its authority and powers are set out in the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993 as amended by the Crofting Reform etc Act 2007.
We have provided responses to questions only where they are perceived to be relevant to the Commission’s area of interest.

Please also take into account the attached Annexe.  

Q1 to Q4
We are in general support of Government’s proposal for change to the management and legislative framework for managing Scotland’s seas and the further devolvement of responsibilities.

 Q14
While acknowledging the need for licensing, we would wish to see assurances given to local crofters, crofting groups, fisherman and other businesses that their ability to continue and to enhance their businesses would not be affected by excessive licensing and enforcement measures.
Q20

We agree that local stakeholders should be consulted where there are licence applications in an area, and advise that Assessors for the Commission are well placed to consider the effects that these might have on local crofting land-based interests.
Q49
Yes, we agree with the proposal to develop Marine Scotland.

Q50

In crofting areas we would wish to see a crofting dimension to stakeholder representation on SMRs.

Q57

Traditionally, crofters in the coastal communities of the Highlands and Islands were also fishermen; although the fishing industry in Britain has declined in recent years, in these areas there is still a close relationship between crofting and the sea.  We would like to ensure that crofters can continue to reap economic and social benefits from the sea, by fishing, harvesting seaweed and providing facilities for tourists.  We welcome the government’s acknowledgement in the consultation document that there are differing needs in different communities and that these should be considered when policy for coastal regions is being developed.
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Annexe

The Crown Estate in Scotland – New opportunities for Public Benefits (February 2007)
In November 2007, the Crofters Commission’s Board agreed to endorse the work then being undertaken by the Crown Estate Review Working Group.
In particular, the Board wished to
· welcome the CERWG report for the information it contained as the first full account of the Crown Estate in Scotland and for highlighting the significance of this topic to the Highlands and Islands

· endorse the proposal that there should be an appropriate review of the current arrangements over the marine interests of the Crown Estate in Scotland with a view to increasing local accountability and local benefits

· endeavour to ensure that the interests of crofting communities are taken fully into account, given the important contribution that the region’s substantial marine resources could make to the future of crofting communities and rural development generally in the Highlands and Islands

The Board recognised the need to simplify existing marine planning and legislative systems, supported the idea of a national marine estate, and recommended that management decisions on foreshore and seabed issues be made more locally.  The Board also proposed that crown estate fees be retained within Scotland either centrally or preferably in local Authority areas or local communities.
The Board continues to adhere to the principle that coastal waters should be part of coastal communities’ assets, which can be developed sustainably by the communities themselves.
……………………………
