CAITHNESS - AND ASSESSOR'S MEETING
TUESDAY 9 MARCH 2010 AT 7.30 PM

PORTLAND ARMS HOTEL WICK.
Present: 
Will Gunn
Jim McPherson

Ronnie Eunson, Crofters Commission
Simon Allison, Crofters Commission
1. Apologies
James Forbes and Will McIvor
Ronnie Eunson opened the meeting and welcomed those present. Assessor Jim McPherson asked if he could raise some issues under the agenda point of AOB. 

2. AOB

Forest Crofts
Jim McPherson raised the is case where the Forestry Commission had purchased croft Hill of Newton and had applied for the whole croft to be decrofted for the purpose of creating a new community woodland.  Mr McPherson was not opposed to the purchase of the croft for the purpose but said it would be one less croft in the area and suggested a forum be created with Forestry Enterprise, Crofters Commission and the Scottish Crofting Foundation for the purpose of creating new forest crofts on Forest Enterprise land.
CC response: The National Forest Land Scheme (NFLS) gives community organisations, recognised non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and/or appropriate housing bodies the opportunity to buy or lease National Forest Land where they can provide increased public benefit.

The National Forest Land Scheme covers 

· Community Acquisition by purchase or lease  
· Land for Woodland Croft
· Land for Affordable Housings
· Sponsored Sale of Surplus Land 
The NFLS Woodland Crofts Officer is Jamie McIntyre Telephone: 01967 402332 or email jamie.mcintyre@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.
Assessors Role

Jim McPherson said he felt no attention was being paid to the Assessors role and position and the attendance of only two assessors at this meeting was an example of this.

Ronnie Eunson informed the Assessors the role of an Assessor was to be strengthened under the New Bill and in Shetland at a recent Assessors meeting in Shetland sixteen of the sixteen Assessors attended.
Sale of Crofts
Mr MacPherson suggested a letter from the Commission should be published in a legal journal reminding solicitors of the obligation to inform the Commission within the required timescale.
CC response: The legal obligation to notify the Commission within one month of purchase lies with the purchaser of the croft.
Balnabruich
Simon Allison gave an update on the situation with Balnabruich to the Assessors which had been requested from Jim McPherson.  
Citizens Advice Bureau
Jim McPherson suggested CAB as an advisory service for crofters in crofting regulatory matters. He also advised CAB had access to legal aid which could be accessed for crofters. However training would be required for CAB volunteers and some financial support.  Mr McPherson highlighted from a Crofters Commission Plenary on the 14 June 2001 the Commission had agreed for the provision of a crofting advice line at that time. Action point CC staff two follow up.
Young Crofters
Will Gunn raised the issue of the lack of young crofters which was apparent to him when he traveled through the area with his work and why create new crofts when there are existing crofts not been used. 
Ronnie Eunson  suggested possible reasons behind the lack of young people was the lack financial assistance available, associated rules and regulations for land use and keeping of livestock and the lack of access for new entrants to the current agricultural support schemes.
Support schemes

There was a general discussion with the Assessors on LFASS and the Brain Pack inquiry into the “Future Support for Agriculture In Scotland”.

Common Grazings/Sheep Stock Clubs
The Assessors wished to see the croft grazing shares remain with the croft and not be split in cases. Will Gunn advised two Sheep Stock Clubs in the area had folded and when the clubs had been operating the dividend had to be paid to all shareholders even if they weren’t participating in the running of the club and/or were not resident in the area.
3. Occupancy 

Simon Allison gave an update to the Assessors on the number of letters that had been issued and responded through the Commission’s Croft Occupancy Initiative.
Assessors’ stated crofting should not just be just about occupancy rather the emphasis should be land activity which then would link to any occupancy requirement. Assessors also stated if there were additional employment opportunities then there would croft occupancy.
4. Bill

Jim McPherson said he had met with the Rural Affairs Committee and showed them three different crofting scenarios.
There was a general discussion on the various sections of the draft Bill. The issue of Misuse & Neglect was raised and how this compared with a crofter having to meet Good Agricultural Environment Conditions (GAEC). Where under GAEC if a crofter did not meet the required conditions a penalty would possible applied but through Misuse and Neglect the tenancy of the croft could be terminated. 
End
