
ASSESSORS MEETING AT AYRE HOTEL, KIRKWALL
AT 7PM
Present:
Mathew Budge
Billy Muir

Drew Ratter
Mary Ross

Drew welcomed all present.

1.
Apologies 

William Mowatt and Margaret Bennett.
2.
Assessors Training – What is Needed?
Both Assessors welcomed the suggestion of another Assessors meeting to highlight the changes in procedures following the amendment to the Crofting Act in 2007.  Early June was agreed as a suitable time.

Billy Muir asked for advice on accessing some specific Grants Schemes.  Drew explained that the Grants Function currently administered by the CC is imminently transferring to SGRPID.  Appropriate support would be available for all applicants.

3.
Any issues resulting from the Assessor’s Conference? 
Mathew Budge said that he found the discussion on stock numbers at the Conference very informative.  He also mentioned the excellent presentation tracking the development of the slaughter house on Islay.
4.
Communication – How can we improve?
Both Assessors were content with the current methods for exchanging information.  Both were content to use email.

5.
Local Issues
Mathew Budge said there was potential for new crofts to be created on the Island of Hoy.  Mary agreed to get a map of the Island prepared and she would take it with her to the next meeting scheduled for June.
6. AOB
Bill consultation – The forthcoming Crofting Bill was discussed.  Parties were encouraged to take time to consider the bill and submit comments.
New Entrant Scheme – Billy Muir said he was disappointed that this worthwhile scheme had ceased due to funding issues.  Drew confirmed that our development role had transferred to HIE and that he was hopeful that a successor to the scheme could be developed by HIE.

North Ronaldsay – Billy Muir said that the island’s long term viability is in question.  It is essential that steps are taken to re-populate the island.  A number of strategies are being discussed and developed including, an affordable housing initiative, night flights to and from Kirkwall so that daily commuting is possible, division of croft land so that land can be freed up for new entrants to crofting, marketing the island to attract new families and new employment opportunities.
Local Abattoir – Billy Muir raised the concern that the long term future of local Abattoir may be in doubt.  Parties discussed the difficulties and agreed that the loss of this facility would be a major loss to Orkney Isles.

Close.

