`FORT WILLIAM ASSESSOR’S MEETING - 22ND OCTOBER 2009

                 IN THE ALEXANDRA HOTEL AT 7.00PM

Present:
Joyce Wilkinson, Area Assessor
Mary Ross, Crofters Commission

Simon Allison, Crofters Commission

Mary Ross opened the meeting by welcoming Joyce Wilkinson and introduced Simon Allison, Crofters Commission. She explained the format and content of the meeting and reminded Joyce Wilkinson of the forthcoming Assessor’s Conference in the Ramada Hotel, Inverness on the 19th November 

1. APOLOGIES
No apologies.
2. REGULATORY – LEGISLATION CHANGES WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 2007 ACT.
Mary Ross delivered two presentations highlighting the changes to the Crofters (Scotland) Act which were introduced on the 25 June 2007 and 28 January 2008.
She also informed Joyce Wilkinson that all regulatory applications forms and guidance notes are available online on the Commission’s website.
3. REGULATORY PROCESS – ASSESSORS ROLE AND POINTS OF CC CONTACT.
Simon Allison delivered a presentation on the regulatory process for the different types of applications and the interaction points where Area Assessors would be involved.

He also advised that unless an application invokes the criteria as stated in the Crofting Act and/or a valid objection is received which would instigate a more detailed examination of the application the Area Assessor’s input would not be sought.  Consequently, if an Assessor wishes to make comments on an application these comments should be submitted at the public notification stage (Press Advert) of the regulatory process.  Furthermore, Simon Allison informed Joyce Wilkinson that regulatory applications can also be viewed on the Crofters Commission website.
4. ASSESSOR’S SUBMISSIONS – FREEDOM OF INFORMATION.
Mary Ross informed any submission made by Assessors were in the public domain and therefore could be accessed through a request from a third party, under the freedom of Information legislation. 

5. AOB

There was general discussion on points during the presentations with questions being raised and answered as the presentations proceeded. 
Term/Review Apportionment
Mary Ross explained what a term apportionment is and the procedure involved if the applicant wants to extend the term. She advised for the purpose of stock management the Crofters Commission was granting a 15 year term as this was the accepted life expectancy of the stock fence enclosing the apportionment. Mary Ross continued by explaining what happens to the ground and the associated fencing if the term is not extended. She also clarified what the situation was with regards to a shelterbelt on a term apportionment. If the term was not renewed it would be for the shareholder to agree with the landlord in advance of planting the shelterbelt what compensation, if any, was to be paid. Mary Ross then advised if a term apportionment was purchased and not to be renewed at the end of the term the crofter would became the landlord of that part of the common grazings.

Question: Joyce raised the issue of existing apportionments no longer been used for the purpose of stock management on which they had been granted for.
Answer: Mary Ross advised that all apportionments can be subject to a ‘review’ if they are no longer in use.  This action is instigated if a complaint is lodged with the Crofters Commission (CC) by a third party, e.g. the Grazing Committee, Crofter or Landlord.

Misuse and Neglect
Question: Joyce asked can a landlord take action against a crofter who misuses and/or neglect their croft?

Answer: Mary Ross explained that a landlord can take action against a crofter who is their tenant for misuse and neglect of their croft. She further explained the changes that were introduced to the 1993 Act allowed the Crofters Commission to act in place of the landlord in dealing with breaches of statutory conditions by a crofter but only on receipt of a valid complaint from the landlord or a member of the local crofting community.
Decrofting by the Commission
Question: Joyce enquired as to what conditions were applied to decroftings?

Answer: Mary Ross explained using the example of croft land been decrofted for a house site where a condition attached to the decrofting would be the house is built in a two year time limit or otherwise the land could be recrofted if the condition is not fulfilled. 
Grants and Consultations
Simon Allison informed the Joyce to the increased rates under Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) for community projects rising from 50%-90% and how the payment rates for woodland creation through SRDP have also been increased. 
Simon also brought to the attention of Joyce the consultation period for Electronic Identification (EID) of sheep was open and responses were being sought by Scottish Government (SG) and he directed the Joyce to the SG website to access this consultation.
End

