SKYE AND SMALL ISLES ASSESSOR’S MEETING – 24TH SEPTEMBER 2009

IN THE BROADFORD HOTEL AT 6.30PM

Present:

Angus Anderson, Area Assessor
Janet Pringle, Area Assessor
Angus McHattie, Crofters Commission Commissioner
Mary Ross, Crofters Commission

Simon Allison, Crofters Commission

Mary Ross opened the meeting by welcoming those present and she introduced Simon Allison, Crofters Commission.
1. APOLOGIES
None.
2. REGULATORY – LEGISLATION CHANGES WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 2007 ACT.
Mary Ross delivered two presentations highlighting the changes to the Crofters (Scotland) Act which were introduced on the 25 June 2007 and 28 January 2008.
She also informed Assessors that all regulatory applications forms and guidance notes are available online on the Commission’s website.
3. REGULATORY PROCESS – ASSESSORS ROLE AND POINTS OF CC CONTACT.
Simon Allison delivered a presentation on the regulatory processes for the different types of applications and the interaction points where Area Assessors would be involved.

He advised Assessors unless an application invokes the criteria as stated in the Crofting Act and/or a valid objection is received which would instigate a more detailed examination of the application the Area Assessor’s input would not be sought.  Consequently, if an Assessor wishes to make comments on an application these comments should be submitted at the public notification stage (Press Advert) of the regulatory process.
4. ASSESSOR’S SUBMISSIONS – FREEDOM OF INFORMATION.
Mary Ross informed the parties present that any submission made by Assessors were in the public domain and therefore could be accessed through a request from a third party, under the freedom of Information legislation. 

5. AOB

The following issues and questions were raised during the presentation by the Assessors:
Creation of New Common Grazing
Question: Angus Anderson asked were new Common Grazings not to be adjacent/contiguous to the crofts?

Answer: Mary Ross informed the Assessors new Common Grazings firstly had to be in a designated crofting area and had to be separate from croft land.

Misuse and Neglect

Question: Angus Anderson thought it unfair under the legislation that one representative from the crofting community could instigate a full investigation when other members of the community are content.
Answer: Mary Ross explained the Crofters Commission is duty bound to investigate on receipt of a complaint from a member of the crofting community. 
Term/Review Of Apportionments
Question: Assessors raised questions on the length of time for a Term apportionment and what happened to the fencing materials associated with the apportionment if not renewed?  
Answer: Mary Ross explained what a term apportionment is and the procedure involved if the applicant wants to extend the term.  She further explained what happens to the ground and the associated fencing if the term is not extended.

She also advised that all apportionments can be subject to a ‘review’ if they are no longer in use.  This action is instigated if a complaint is lodged with the Crofters Commission (CC) by a third party, e.g. the Grazing Committee, Crofter or Landlord.
Question: Assessors asked what happened to trees and shelterbelts on term apportionments?  

Answer: With a shelterbelt on a term apportionment the crofter should seek agreement with the landlord in advance for any compensation for the planting of the trees. The trees themselves can be harvested if the apportionment term is not been renewed by the crofter.  When an apportionment is being sought for the creation of woodland then the crofter would apply for an appropriate term for the length of any scheme being entered into, taking account the maturity time of the trees for harvesting. 
Question: Assessors asked what if a crofter bought their croft and the term apportionment what would be the situation if the term apportionment was not renewed?

Answer: Mary Ross explained the crofter would become the landlord of that part of the common grazings. 
Assessor Angus Anderson commented term apportionments would be a disincentive as crofters would want to establish livestock shelters and animal handling facilities on apportionments.  
Public Notification

Question: Assessors raised the issue of not getting all the newspapers circulating in the area.

Answer: Mary Ross informed the Assessors that all applications can be viewed on the Crofters Commission website under the Assessors page.
Question: Angus Anderson raised the issue why should applications be advertised when only members of the crofting community can object.

Answer: Public Notification is a legislative requirement under the Crofting Reform Act. 

Grants and Consultations
Simon Allison informed the Assessors of the increased in rates under Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) for community projects rising from 50%-90% and how the payment rates for woodland creation through SRDP have also been increased.    
Simon also brought to the attention of the Assessors that the consultation period for Electronic Identification (EID) of sheep was open and responses were being sought by Scottish Government (SG) and he directed the Assessors to the SG website for access to this consultation.
End

