RESPONE TO QUESTIONS ON THE CONSULTATION PAPER - IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY IN SCOTLAND.

Q9:  What are your views on any future use of a National Reserve in Scotland?

Do you support its use in Scotland to help new entrants, the priority area identified in the new legislation?  What level of “top-slicing” (deduction from existing SFPs) for a National Reserve would you support?
A national reserve is fundamental for encouraging new entrants into the agricultural industry for the long term sustainability of agriculture.  The Crofters Commission (CC) fully supports a future SFP National Reserve in Scotland. There are options which could be implemented without using ‘’top-slicing’’ initially for a Nation Reserve. The demand for National Reserve needs to be calculated before a level of top slicing is introduced and other options considered too assess if they would fulfill the demand.
Creation of SFP NR options:
· Change of rules for SFP entitlements usage in relation to an ‘activity requirement (see Q17). 

· Full usage of entitlements rule change required do away rotating entitlements.

· Siphon on traded entitlements (see Q10).

· Possible SFP ‘’top-slicing’’. 
Q10:  In principle, do you support Scotland introducing a siphon on future sales and to use this funding to supplement the National Reserve?  Please give reasons for your decision.
CC would support a siphon on traded SFP entitlements for the maintenance of a National Reserve. The use of siphoning as a tool has already proved to be effective in maintaining a National Reserve for new entrants under traded quota for Suckler Cow Premium and Sheep Annual Premium legacy schemes. The correct level of siphon is critical to ensuring sufficient entitlements are there for the maintenance of the National Reserve. 
Q11:  GAEC measures relating to water issues are compulsory under the Health Check legislation.  The two new measures suggested above (Options A and B) are based on existing legislation.  Do you have any comments on these two measures?  The legislation requires us to implement GAEC measures relating to “buffer strips along water courses” between 1 January 2010 and 1 January 2012.  When should these measures be introduced in Scotland and why?
Option A and its requirements are only of relevance in crofting land management and the CC would support a measure which would address water pollution risks in a common sense practical approach.
Q12:  Which of the proposed changes to GAEC measures relating to soils issues do you think should be implemented in Scotland and why?
Out wintering of livestock is common in the crofting counties and given the climatic conditions of the geographic crofting counties there could a rise issues of soil erosion. 
Given this possibility CC would not support changes that would not allow crofters the opportunity to rectify any possible cross compliance breaches by the following growing season. 
Q13:  Which of the proposed changes to GAEC measures relating to activity issues do you think should be implemented in Scotland and why?
CC suggest the common sense approach would be to amalgamate GAEC 10 and GAEC 11 together but retain the proviso that there is no cross–compliance issue if the land can be returned to agricultural condition by the following growing season.

CC would support amendment to GAEC 18 to prevent the encroachment of unwanted vegetation unless for environmental reasons.
Q14:  Which of the proposed changes to GAEC measures relating to land management issues do you think should be implemented in Scotland and why?
The CC supports the proposals in relation to options M and N for the amalgamation of these GAEC measures into two comprehensive measures to aid simplification.  

Q15:  Do you have any other comments about options to modify GAEC as it is set out in the new regulation?
We would suggest that GAEC measures are not inflexible to what is found at an SGRPID inspection therefore GAEC measures that contain rectifiable steps should be retained.
Q16:  Should Scotland take special steps to mitigate the loss of environmental benefits that have accrued under set-aside?  How might this be best done?  Please give your reasons?
A compulsory measure requirement to enforce SFP claimants in the crofting counties to create options like buffer strips would not be appropriate as the level of activity in the crofting counties already delivers environmental objectives of biodiversity and landscape. 
Q17:  What criteria could Scotland use to make sure that SFPs in Scotland go only to businesses which are actively farming?
SFP should be linked to cultivation and/or livestock grazing. This would tackle bare land owners purchasing SFP entitlements and/or letting land out for SFP entitlement claims without any associated agricultural activity.  
Those who may have wound down activity should have the opportunity to redress if so desired.  This could be accomplished through the submission of a land management plan which could also be introduced as a minimum standard for all SFP applicants to measure activity as part of the Single Application Form
Q18:  Which minimum threshold do you think should be introduced in Scotland and why?
 No minimum threshold based on area or claim value should be introduced as this discriminates against small units. A small unit will deliver more on a pound for pound public benefit as a larger unit. The smaller unit in fact will deliver more value environmentally because of the nature of how it managed in an extensive manner compared to the intensive management practices of medium to larger agricultural operations.
Q19:  When do you think Scotland should decouple the Protein Crop Premium scheme?  What year do you think should be chosen for the reference period?  Please give reasons for your answers.
Not an applicable question in relation to crofting.
Q20:  Do you have any other general comments or views on the CAP Health Check or on how the changes should be implemented in Scotland?

The CC suggests that the linking of SFP entitlements to activity is fundamental to the future of agricultural in fragile rural communities.  Without such a linkage for all Scottish Government schemes there is no incentive for maintaining livestock and/or cultivation in these geographical fragile areas which is to determent the of the rural community.

Also without activity being linked to SFP there are the associated losses of the environment benefits of biodiversity and landscape.
