ARTICLE 68 COMMON AGRICULTURE POLICY
HEALTH CHECK CONSULTATION.
This paper sets out the Crofters Commission response to the CAP consultation in the use of options under Article 68.
The Crofters Commission aims are to promote occupancy of crofts, active land use, and shared management by crofters, as means of sustaining and enhancing rural communities.  Crofters Commission resources are being directed into fragile areas (defined by Highlands and Islands Enterprise) to help sustain rural population.
We believe Article 68(1) (c) development and restructuring option using 10% top slicing of Single Farm Payment (SFP) could potentially have significant benefits for rural communities in fragile areas if the funds raised from top slicing were correctly targeted and developed through three key components. 

Land Use: - Active land use management in the form livestock grazing, especially through a mixed grazing regime creates and sustains biodiversity and the rural landscape objectives for species and habitats as identified in the local regional Biodiversity Action Plan. 
Shared Management: - Research has shown that rural communities are more stable where they work together. In crofting terms this relates to the management of common grazings. This collaboration of managing land has significant social cohesion benefits if funding is directed to promote this activity.
Occupation: - The positive consequence of creating funding opportunities in fragile rural communities is the retention end possible enhancement of the local population.
In conclusion the Crofters Commission support the proposal for ending the current Scottish Beef Calf Scheme (SCBS) national envelope and the introduction of a livestock grazing scheme linked to biodiversity and rural landscape benefits.  

