SHETLAND ASSESSOR’S MEETING – 15th FEBRUARY 2010
IN THE HERRISLEA HOUSE HOTEL, TINGWALL AT 7PM
Present:

John Ridland 
Drew Ratter, Crofters Commission 
David Adamson
Ronnie Eunson, Crofters Commission
Leonard Wishart               
Mary Ross, Crofters Commission
Mrs Johnina Henderson
Simon Allison, Crofters Commission
Mrs Agnes Leask               
Bob McIldowie, SGRPID
Jim Nicolson   
Hannah Bateson             

Mrs Eleanor Arthur
Tavish Scott, MSP
Peter Brown
Laurence Anderson
Dean Gilfillan

Jim Gray

Jonathan Duncan

Duncan Gray

Marjory Williamson
Drew Ratter opened the meeting and welcomed all those present.
1.  Apologies

None.
2. Marine Litter Project – Hannah Bateson
Hannah Bateson gave a brief overview of the project she is carrying out.  A project on the effects of Marine Litter was initially carried out in 2000 and Hannah is using it as a base for a comparison to establish if improvements have taken place and/or that litter is still a problem.  

Hannah’s study is scheduled to be published in September 2010 and she hopes it will highlight that the legislation that has been put in place since 2000 has worked and made a difference.

Each Assessor completed a questionnaire prepared by Hannah which will feed into her study.

Jim Nicolson said he felt that there was less plastic, ropes and wood around but Agnes Leask felt there was more debris from the mussel farms, particularly broken plastic drums.
3. Draft Crofting Bill
Drew advised that the Parliamentary Committee is holding a hearing in Shetland on 2nd March 2010.  Once the evidence has been gathered, including evidence from other geographical areas, the Committee will report in May/June 2010. 
Although witnesses will be approached in advance inviting them to give evidence at the Hearing, the event is public and anyone can attend.  Assessors were, if called, encouraged to raise any issues that affects crofting or agriculture.

It is understood that the following statutory bodies are being called in Shetland to give evidence:

· Local Authority

· SNH

· HIE

In addition to this other individuals are being called.  Tavish Scott agreed to establish if members of the Crofters Commission’s Area Assessor network are to be called.
The general consensus was that the proposed bill is not adding much to the Crofting System.  Particular concern was that charges for the new Register of Crofts are excessive.  Also the Assessor’s felt that legislation exists for dealing with absentee crofters and to tackle the dereliction of crofts. 

4. Croft Occupancy
Drew gave a brief overview of the Croft Occupancy policy.  Assessors had in advance been given a copy of the letter issued to absentees who had been absent from their croftsfor 10 years or more, together with the details of the individuals receiving the letter.  The consensus was that not many absentees had made contact with the Assessors to raise concerns.  It was noted that in percentage terms, absenteeism is not a major problem in Shetland.
5. AOB
Brian Pack Inquiry (Inquiry into Future Support for Agriculture in Scotland) – Simon Allison gave an overview of the proposals.  The general consensus was that the proposed system was food productive based and was very quiet on bio-diversity and global warming issues.  The proposed level of support payments for the crofting area of Shetland based on the Macaulay Land Assessment was considered too low to maintain current agricultural activity. 
Role of Assessors in Planning Matters affecting croft land – Marjory asked ‘What is the Assessors role?’ as she had been approached by members of the crofting community within her area.  Drew explained that the Crofters Commission’s (CC’s) role was not to intervene in individual planning applications.  The CC’s role was to consider any subsequent decrofting application and they were not be become a ‘second planning authority’.  However, both statutory bodies and individuals should be encouraged to get involved in the review of any local plan.  
END
