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J Stuart Black by email

Planning and Development

Highland Council
4 August 2008  

Dear Mr Black
Draft Access Strategy
The Crofters Commission welcomes Highland Council’s Access Strategy and the detailed work that has been undertaken to audit the Access Resource of the Highlands and take forward Highland Council’s policy for its development.
We are in sympathy with the aims and objectives set out in the Consultation document, and would merely like to endorse two of the points made in the Vision Statement: 

· to encourage local communities and user groups to work with land managers in the development of better facilities and to support rural communities
· to provide access opportunities which reflect local character, conserve and enhance, and provide clear economic. environmental and social benefits compatible with the themes of the Community Plan

We believe it is of vital importance for the success of the development of the Access Resource that it should be done with the agreement and cooperation of the local community.  We also believe that development should be sympathetic to local character, and that the benefits of such development should be felt as much by the local community as by visitors to the area.  In crofting areas, we suggest discussion with Assessors and Grazings Committees as well as with other bodies with whom the Council intends to consult.
Yours sincerely
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Ms P Hamilton

Policy Officer

Executive Support

